). This discrepancy between theory and data suggests that some assumptions of 74 theoretical models are not met in natural systems. 75 Models of intraguild predation consider that the intraguild predator, the intraguild 76 prey and the shared prey form an isolated community module. Specifically, we examined a) whether (IG)predators feed on each prey type; b) whether 119 predation of (IG)predators on one prey type is affected by the presence of the other; c) 120 whether predation of (IG)predators on both prey, and of IG--prey on the herbivore, is 121 affected by the presence of alternative food; d) whether the presence of alternative food 122 affects predation of (IG)predators on the two types of prey when they are together; e) yield 123 egg production produced by feeding on each prey type in (IG)predators; and f) whether egg--124 production is additive when (IG)predators have more than one food type available. Oviposition rates were analysed using data from treatments containing IG--predators. 238 The full model included the presence/absence of the herbivore, the IG prey and alternative 239 food as explanatory variables, as well as their interactions.
241

Results
242
Communities with E. stipulatus as the (IG--)predator 243 Mortality rates of the herbivore and of the IG--prey were affected by all three main factors 244 (Table 1a and b) except pollen in the case of the IG--prey (Table 1b) , and all the double 245 interactions except that between IG--predator and pollen, in the case of the herbivore (Table   246 1a), and that between the herbivore and pollen, in the case of the IG--prey (Table 1b) . Oviposition rates of E. stipulatus were only affected by the presence of pollen (main 259 factor Pollen, Table  1c ). However, further planned comparisons revealed that while feeding 260 10 on the herbivore yielded some egg production (t 96 = 2.19, P = 0.021; Fig 1c, compare bar 1 to 261 2), feeding on IG--prey did not (t 96 = --1,13, P = 0.259; Fig 1c, compare bar 10 to 2).
263
Communities with N. californicus as the (IG--)predator 264 Herbivore mortality was affected by all second order interactions (Table 2a) , and that of the 265 IG--prey (juveniles of E. stipulatus) was only affected by the presence of pollen (Table 2b) . Oviposition rates of N. californicus were affected by the main factor Herbivore and 278 the interaction between the IG--prey and pollen (Table 2c) In this study, we tested the effect of community structure on the realized interactions 291 within a community of predatory and herbivorous mites. Because in our system the 292 11 intraguild predator is the largest individual within a pair (as in most systems), we created 293 communities in which adults belonged to one species and juveniles to the other, then 294 inverted the species--stage identity in another set of communities. We then measured 295 predation and oviposition in communities with all possible combinations of the presence of 296 shared prey, the intraguild prey, the intraguild predator and alternative food. We show that 297 adding species to a community increases the number of potential interactions, but not 298 necessarily their occurrence. Indeed, despite the potential for apparent competition and 299 intraguild predation in modules with several species, all modules could be described by 300 linear food chains (Box 1C web, with interaction strength between IG--predator and IG--prey set to be much weaker to 399 that between IG--predator and the shared resource. 400 It is becoming increasingly clear that connectance, that is, the number of realized 401 interactions in a food web, is generally much lower than the number of potential food items that the species is able to feed on is larger than the realized one (i.e., the food 434 items that the species feeds on when they are all present simultaneously -(Hutchinson 435 1961)). Our results suggest that some food webs may be less complex than previously 436 thought in terms on the frequency and strength of IGP. Unravelling realized food webs, i.e. 437 interaction strengths across different nodes and trophic levels, including indirect effects, 438 may be thus key to understanding these ecological networks and their persistence. 
